
  

Teacher: Miss Tummon School: St James’ C of E Academy Country: England 

Main Issue Covered: Pollution Age of Children: 7/8 (Year 3) 

Curriculum Objectives Covered: Children to understand the impact of human choices on the habitats of living things.  

Intended learning: To respond to pictures of plastic pollution. 

Description of learning activities: 

Show the children a variety of pictures on the IWB (Interactive White Board) which evoke powerful emotions. Talk as a class about 

the feelings and thoughts they are having. Make a note of these centrally so children can use them during the learning task is 

necessary.   

 

Present the video called ‘Plastic River’ (link below). Ask the children to watch this and consider how it makes them feel. Take 

further responses and add these to the list. 

 

Task: Each group are to be presented with a shocking image caused by plastic pollution. Glue this into the middle of a large 

sheet of paper and provide the children with felt pens. Give the class five minutes to write their feelings (in response to their 

particular picture) around the outside of picture. After five minutes, rotate the groups so they have access to a different picture. 

By the end of the lesson, the children should have had an opportunity to respond to each photo.  

 

Optional mini-plenaries: 

On the third rotation, ask the children to stop writing their feelings now and instead, write down questions they would like to ask 

about the photo. This is a good opportunity to teach the children about rhetorical questions as they may respond with something 

like, ‘Do you even care?’. 

On the final rotation, the children could write (on a post-it note) what they feel empowered to do now they have seen these 

photos. How could they make a change in their lives to stop this happening? Or write down what will happen if plastic pollution 

keeps occurring at this alarming rate.  

Resources 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46VLS07AMBg Plastic River video 

5 or 6 shocking images (dependent on the number of groups in 

your class) 

Sugar paper (or large paper equivalent) 

Felt pens 

Extension/Support Opportunities 

 

Working in mixed ability groups, lower ability children are 

supported by more able. The more able children can be given 

roles to explain the pictures or to support less able children with 

the written element of the task. Mixed ability groups allows rich 

dialogue between children. 
 

Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge Lesson Plan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46VLS07AMBg

