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Thank you for your interest 
in the Plastic Bottle Boat 
Challenge – we’re 
delighted to welcome you 
here and hope that this little 
guide gives you a fulsome but 
practical overview of what we 
are trying to achieve.  

To give you a flavour 
(and perhaps a little frisson 
of excitement) the impact 
of our first trial event at St. 
James’ Primary Academy in 
Bournemouth inspired the 
community so much that 
a fortnight later one of the 
year six pupils brought in a 
copy of a letter that she had 
independently written and sent 
to a local organisation.  

The second sentence of the 
letter read ‘I may only be 10 
years old, but I am ready to 
change the world.’

Perhaps, just perhaps, a little 
engagement in the Plastic 
Bottle Boat Challenge can 
do what we all came into 
education to achieve and 
together we can nudge a 
lifelong change in enough 
young people to really have an 
influence on the future of our 
planet and its community of 
citizens.  

Now there’s a thought to put 
a smile on your face as you 
reflect on your working day 
tonight…
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The Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge 
(PBBC) is an attempt to set a 
Guinness World Record for the 
simultaneous launch of a flotilla 
of plastic boats.  The boats will 
be made with recycled bottles 
and then they themselves will 
be recycled after the attempt 
has been made.  We make, we 
float, we recycle – we change the 
world! 

It’s an attempt to create 
memories for children that they 
carry with them into their futures, 
to inspire engagement with 
the environment, to promote 
responsibility in the way we use 
materials, to understand that 
everything is connected and to 
have a great time while we’re 
doing it.

It’s an opportunity to do 
something different in your 
school while still delivering 
key curriculum learning.

It’s a way of engaging the whole 
community by setting an unusual 
goal and working together to 
claim the ultimate prize – a 
Guinness World Record!  Think of 
it like your own version of a Blue 
Peter badge – an icon that can be 
celebrated, promoted and gloried 
in for years to come.

What is it? Guinness World Record
The Guinness World Record attempt 
for the ‘The most plastic bottle boats 
launched simultaneously’ in multiple 
venues around the world will happen 
on Wednesday 27th June, 2018.  Your 
school could be a part of that, and 
why would that not be a thing? It is 
easy for all teachers and educational 
institutions to sign up... you only need 
25 model boats entering at a venue 
to officially qualify for the record 
attempt, and even if you are short of 
that number, you can still take part 
and be involved in the record. 

Model boat making is an activity 
already available to schools in Key 
Stage One to teach ‘floating and 
sinking’. 

We want to encourage centres of 
education to develop the impact, 
depth and relevance of their core 
curriculum to encompass the 
environmental impact of plastic, 
using this platform to develop 
educational opportunities across all 
years of a school.   
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For up to date information on the 
Guinness World Record hosting requirements, visit:
plasticbottleboatchallenge.com/world-record

http://plasticbottleboatchallenge.com/world-record
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Clearly one of the fundamental 
elements of the PBBC is delivering 
education to both young people 
and adults.  To support all challenge 
participants, the Plastic Education 
team have generated a central 
directory of freely available resources 
to be used ‘as is’ or as a platform 
from which to inspire your own 
team’s planning.  

Anyone can contribute new lesson 
plans to the hub and become a part 
of the Plastic Education community.
Resources are categorised by age, 
curriculum subject area and main 
topic (e.g. recycling, pollution). Our 
goal is to achieve an exciting and 
dynamic spread of planning to cover 
all abilities in all year groups across 
the primary and secondary education 
sector. 

These new resources will focus 
primarily on understanding the 
issues surrounding this project, 
readiness for the Plastic Bottle Boat 
Challenge, environmental concerns 
and more specific education 
messaging in plastics such as 
‘reduce, reuse and recycle’. 

We will also engage directly with our 
global educators by collating a photo 
evidence and video wall to showcase 
the vast array of learning this project 
inspires because we all know that 
the best teachers love to ‘borrow’ 
ideas, share their successes and 
collaborate for ever better outcomes.

We think water sports participation is 
important ... if you use it, you respect 
it!

The more children that actually 
use the marine environment, the 
more they will be aware of the 
damage being done to waterways 
that sustain sailing, surfing, boating, 
swimming and much more. Inspired 
by the Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge 
experience we hope students and 
schools will take the next logical 
step and explore ways to get afloat 
themselves. 

To support this process and help 
take these initial steps we intend to 
provide opportunities to link schools 
with local sailing centres and help to 
increase on-water participation and 
sporting activity.  

We could be creating new sailors 
with a better understanding of the 
impact of plastic in our waterways 
and oceans. 

The PBBC is working with the 
Royal Yachting Association’s (RYA) 
Onboard program to get even more 
aspirant mariners afloat in the UK.  
We want to make it easy to open 
the door to new opportunities for 
both schools and children to engage 
with and explore a life on the ocean 
waves.

Plastic Education Hub Make a boat, get afloat
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Plastic Bottles seem harmless enough, they 
are convenient and disposable. But this cheap 
resource comes with a hidden cost. The campaign 
group Recycle Now estimates that in Britain 
alone, 16 million plastic bottles are not recycled 
every day, but discarded to landfill. These bottles 
can take at least 500 years to decompose, in other 
words we adults will be leaving an unmanageable 
legacy for generations to come unless we take 
action now.

‘It is estimated that by 2050 
our oceans will contain more plastic by 
weight than the fish’

Furthermore, if steps to address the plastic 
challenge are not taken, it is estimated that by 
2050 our oceans will contain more plastic by 
weight than the fish, a sobering thought. 

As well as shocking footage of wildlife entangled 
in discarded plastic items, 
there is now growing concern about current levels 
of plastic in seafood. Here in Britain we are making 
a difference with many initiatives, although still 
less than half our plastic bottles are currently 
recycled back into usable products. 

Awareness is beginning to increase,  with some of 
our most eminent sailors lending their voices to 
the call for action. 

Education is the key to spreading the word, if we 
are to tackle this problem for future generations; 
The Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge is a fun way of 
doing just that. 

This is a high-profile challenge, and a Guinness 
Book of Records Official Record Attempt designed 
explicitly for schools and there is nothing like it, 
uniting the next generation and inspiring change.  

Global impact of plastic
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On October 6th, 2017, St. James’ 
Primary Academy in Bournemouth 
officially launched the PBBC for real. 

On a glorious and sun-drenched day, 
340 children were all bussed over 
to Poole Park with the boats that 
they had made during a spectacular 
week of learning that lit fires of 
engagement under the children. 

One parent subsequently wrote: 
‘We would just like to say a huge 
thank you for a fabulous week of 
learning.  Our children have had 
the most amazing time and been so 
engaged in their learning, Archie has 
even come home wanting to write 
every evening! The community spirit 
at St James’ is fantastic and we are so 
pleased that our children attend such 
a fabulous school with your inspiring 
staff members. Thank you!’.  

As we say in the pedagogical lexicon 
of home/school engagement - 
‘BOOM!’. 

Because we are well trained in 
education to look at impact, in 
advance of the week’s learning and 
before the whole mission had been 
launched, children were surveyed 
and a typical response was ‘I don’t 
know what plastic pollution is,’ or, ‘I’ve 
never really thought about it...’
Some children simply replied 
‘it’s not affecting us.’

After the event the responses were 
significantly different -  ‘It’s not just 
the sea creatures, it affects us as well 
because of the food chain,’ wrote one 
child.  

Overall, a fantastic 97% of children 
indicated that their knowledge on the 
issues had improved significantly as 
a result of the project, and 93% said 
that they were now passionate about 
recycling and preventing pollution, in 
contrast to 45% who expressed the 
same passion just a week before.  The 
St. James’ event itself was covered 
on local radio, newspaper and BBC 
news for their evening broadcast.  It 
was even picked up and discussed on 
Chris Evans’ Radio 2 breakfast show.  

Plastic is BIG news now, and taking 
part in the PBBC could also be a 
wonderful vehicle to create some 
positive stories about your school to 
share with the community, which is 
never a bad side effect while you are 
helping to change the world...!

The Maiden Voyage  - smooth sailing, epic impact!
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After just one PBBC event many 
independent actions were started by 
the children at St. James’ Academy.  
There were the children in Year 6 
who wrote letters to local authorities 
and big multinational companies 
proactively pointing out where their 
practice could be better.  

The most heartening moment was 
one line at the start of one of the 
letters –‘I may only be 10 years old... 
but I am ready to change the world...’

Equally impressive, two younger girls 
independently started a campaign 
with home made posters taped to 
lamp posts in their local streets.Their 
passion and commitment raised an 
impressive amount of donated funds 
that they then passed on to a charity 
dedicated to undoing some of the 
harm that plastics are causing to our 
wildlife. 

It’s the next generation who can 
leave a growing mark on the world, 
we just need to put the information 
in their hands and let them engage...

It’s time to join us.  Sign up and help 
to save our planet’s environment!

Taking part is FREE, the lesson plans 
are FREE and you are FREE to grow 
this event - as large and however you 
want - to smash it in your school....  
Inspire your children, leave your mark 
and unite with 100’s of other schools 
to take this fantastic vision forwards.  
This really could change the world...!

Partners 

Share the word save the world!
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Supporting Partners who were here at the beginning....
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DON’T LOSE YOUR BOTTLE

plasticbottleboatchallenge.com


