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Thank you for your interest 
in Plastic Education and the 
Ocean Guardian Challenge – 
we’re delighted to welcome you 
here and hope that this little 
guide gives you a fulsome but 
practical overview of what we 
are hoping to achieve together.

Formerly known as ‘the Plastic 
Bottle Boat Challenge’, we have 
upcycled our ambitions and 
recycled the website to present 
a new accreditation for schools 
in recognition of their efforts to 
educate young people about 
plastic.   

Impacting on the global plastic 
issue is still at the very centre of 
what we are out to achieve.  
To give you a flavour (and perhaps 
a little frisson of excitement) the 
impact of our first trial event 
at St. James’ Primary Academy 
in Bournemouth inspired the 
community so much that a 
fortnight later one of the year six 
pupils brought in a copy of a letter 
that she had independently written 
and sent to a local organisation.

The second sentence of the letter 
read ‘I may only be 10 years old...but 
I am ready to change the world.’ 

Perhaps, just perhaps, your school’s 
engagement in Plastic Education 
could contribute towards your 
curriculum offer and (in our own 
small way) enable what we all came 
into education to achieve - together 
we could nudge a lifelong change 
in enough young people to really 
have an influence on the future of 
our planet and its community of 
citizens.

So, now that we’ve left that thought 
hanging in the ether, we hope 
you read on, understand what this 
project could do for your school, get 
that tingling feeling down the back 

of your neck, and think … we could 
all be onto something here!

Taking part is FREE, the lesson 
plans are FREE and you are 
FREE to grow this event - as 
large and however you want - 
to smash it in your school!

Inspire your children, leave your 
mark and unite with 1000s of 
other children and 100s of other 
schools to take this fantastic 
vision forwards. 

Are you ready to 
change the world?
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Hello and Welcome!
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SchoolUP at
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We’re producing an online Ocean 
Guardians Assembly that schools will be 
able to show on Friday 7th June, 2019 - 
the day before World Ocean Day! 

The assembly will feature both:

•	 Current messages on ocean  
 plastic from the specialists  

•	 Material sent in from the schools  
 taking part (i.e. you!). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Assembly will be broadcast 
online and shared via social media to 
be shown in schools and to anyone 
connected around the world. There will 
be  associated resources to enable the 
assembly to be delivered directly 

by teachers in school. The goal is to 
connect everyone taking part, thank 
them for their participation and further 
entrust the world’s oceans into their 
learners’ hands.

What are the two parts of the Ocean Guardian Challenge?

2SIGN YOUR
SchoolUP at

We will be encouraging schools to 
submit their work so we can share the 
wide range of involvement as a key part 
of the overall assembly. 
 
 
 
 

PART 1  - The Ocean Guardian Assembly
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Your school newsletter references your target to 

achieve Ocean Guardian accreditation and links to 

the www.plasticeducation.com website shortly after 

you sign up for the assembly.

Whole school assembly delivered to share key Ocean 

Guardians Challenge messages around any or all 

topics of pollution, plastics, recycling or protecting the  

environment.

A lesson (or lessons) taught to at least 25% of the 

school’s population that address topics of either 

pollution, plastics, recycling or protecting the 

environment.  (Lesson plans to be uploaded to 

Plastic Education website for evidence) 

 

Tiered to be accessible for all and to encourage ongoing progress and development...

Bronze Level Tick List
Class, Key Stage or School Pledge created explaining what steps the school and children will 

take to make a difference to our environment.   
‘Before’ and ‘After’ statistics demonstrate impact towards specific school ambitions.

‘Ocean Guardians’ display space created to report the progress towards pledge targets. School has contacted their local watersports providers and begun a conversation about engaging children with watersports.
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PART 2  - The School Accreditation



All of bronze level requirements, plus:

Complete the ‘Money Box Buoy’ or ‘Plastic Bottle Boat’ 

upcycling challenge. Photographic evidence sent to 

Plastic Education team via social media or email.

Send pictures/video of the school educating children 

about plastic to be used within an Ocean Guardians 

Assembly.

At least 2 lesson plans across different year groups 

contributed to the resource section of 

www.PlasticEducation.com using the official planning 

format, with resources where applicable.

Establishment of Ocean Guardian committee to look at 

how the school can reduce it’s use of single use plastic.  

Ocean Guardians will be appointed in each class to lead  

recycling scheme and meet termly to discuss how 

school can become more environmentally friendly.   

(Schools that already have ‘Eco Councils’ will be able to 

amalgamate the two, however there will have  

to be minuted discussions with regard to reducing the use of 

plastics from each meeting.)

Silver Level Tick List
Recycling system established (or in place) in school to filter paper, plastic and aluminium from landfill waste.  Evidence of increasing volumes of recycling provided.

School website post and Newsletter update dedicatedto reporting Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge or Ocean  Guardian committee to the community. 

School to have delivered an opportunity for a year group or wider to participate in water sports activity day, possibly using Sports Premium.

Letters sent to local government from children to ask about initiatives to improve environment and ask elected leaders to act. 
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All of silver requirements, plus:

Children from the school actively participating in “on the water” 

sports (sailing, canoeing, SUPing) to be a part of yearly Sports 

Premium action plan.

At least 4 lesson plans across different year groups contributed to 

the resource section of www.PlasticEducation.com using the official 

planning format, with resources where applicable.

Parental engagement program to encourage positive environmental 

awareness and actions.

Specific and measurable impact on local community (beach clean, 

park clean etc.)

Ocean Guardian committee provide one yearly report to Governors 

or Trust board to explain their progress in year and ambitions for the 

future, minuted in Governors’ report.

Letters sent to local MP by children to reinforce their views 

and ask for representative support, reply received to 

acknowledge children’s views.
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WHY ACCREDITATION?

The assembly and accreditation program will unite a 
sea of schools, inspiring thousands of learners who will 
take us forward as Ocean Guardians! By placing our trust 
in the children and by investing them with this sense 
of responsibility we will  inspire engagement with the 
environment, promote responsibility in the way we use 
materials, deepen understanding that everything is 
connected and have a great time while we’re doing it.

Joining the Plastic Education team is an opportunity 
to do something different in your school while still 
delivering key curriculum learning. It’s a way of engaging 
the whole community by setting an unusual goal and 
working together to claim the prize – an Ocean Guardian 
Accreditation! Think of it like your own version of a 
(non-plastic) Blue Peter badge – an icon that can be 
celebrated, promoted and gloried in for years to come.  
As Busted once sang – ‘That’s what I go to school for…’

Gold Level Tick List
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Plastic Education is fundamentally about delivering knowledge to 
both young people and adults. We think water sports participation 
is important ... if you use it, you respect it! 

The more children that actually use the marine environment, the 
more they will be aware of the damage being done 
to	waterways	that	sustain	sailing,	surfing,	boating,	
swimming and much more. Inspired by the 
Ocean Guardian Challenge experience we hope 
students and schools will take the next logical 
step	and	explore	ways	to	get	afloat	themselves.

To support this process and help take these initial steps we intend to provide 
opportunities to, and make it easier for, schools to link with local sailing 
centres to help increase on-water participation and sporting activity - we 
could be creating future mariners with a better understanding of the impact 
of plastic in our waterways and oceans.

We are working with the Royal Yachting Association’s (RYA) Onboard 
program to get even more aspirant participants afloat in the UK. We want 
to make it easy to open the door to new opportunities for both schools and 
children to engage with and explore a life on the ocean waves.

Plastic Bottles seem harmless enough, they are convenient and 
disposable. But this cheap resource comes with a hidden cost. The 
campaign group ‘Recycle Now’ estimates that in Britain alone, 16 
million	plastic	bottles	are	discarded	to	landfill	every	day.	These	
bottles can take at least 500 years to decompose - in other words it 
is becoming clear that we are leaving an unmanageable legacy for 
generations to come unless we act now.

Furthermore, if steps to address the plastic challenge are not taken, 

it is estimated that by 2050 our oceans will contain 
more plastic by weight than fish, a sobering thought. 

As well as shocking footage of wildlife entangled in discarded plastic items, 
there is also growing concern about current levels of plastic within seafood. 
Here in Britain we are making a difference with many initiatives, although 
still less than half our plastic bottles are currently recycled back into usable 
products. Awareness is beginning to increase, with some of our many 
eminent sailors, scientists, celebrities and other professionals lending their 
voices to the call for action.

Education is the key to spreading the word if we are to tackle this problem 
for future generations; The Ocean Guardian Challenge is a fun way of 
doing just that, designed explicitly for schools and with nothing else 
like it - uniting the next generation and inspiring change.

Make waterways your playground Global impact of plastic
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In 2017, St. James’ Primary Academy in 
Bournemouth	officially	launched	our	Plastic	
Education project. On a glorious and sun-
drenched day, 340 children were all bussed 
over to Poole Park with the boats that they 
had made using recycled plastic bottles 
during a spectacular week of learning that 
lit	fires	of	engagement	under	the	children.	

In advance of the week’s learning and 
before the whole mission had been 
launched to the children, their knowledge 
was surveyed and typical responses were 
‘I don’t know what plastic pollution is,’ or, 
‘I’ve never really thought about it...’ Some 
children simply replied ‘it’s not affecting 
us.’ After the event the responses were 
significantly	different	-	‘It’s	not	just	the	sea	
creatures, it affects us as well because of the 
food chain,’ wrote one child.

Overall, a fantastic 97% of children indicated 
that their knowledge on the issues had 
improved	significantly	as	a	result	of	their	

learning, and 93% said that they were now 
passionate about recycling and preventing 
pollution, in contrast to the 45% who 
expressed the same passion just a week 
before! All plastic was recycled with the 
support of Bournemouth council and a big 
plastic waste truck… and they set a new 
Guinness World Record for the most plastic 
bottle boats launched simultaneously! 

The idea for the challenge originated 
at the Queen Mary Sailing Cub in West 
London, hoping to connect with local 
schools.  With forward looking vision it was 
supported by the Heathrow Community 
Fund’s Communities for Tomorrow grants 
programme (Thank you Heathrow). A grant 
of £17,000 was awarded in 2018 to enable 
the production of a website to follow in the 
footsteps of the St. James’ maiden voyage 
and scale the project nationally.

The Maiden Voyage

Y 1    1 School, 15 Teachers, 340 Learners
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AND SCALE IT WE DID!

Y2   75 Schools, 346 Teachers, 6835 learners 
What happened next was remarkable – with no ‘professional’ 
marketing over 6,000 primary pupils from schools across the 
country signed up to attempt the Plastic Bottle Boat Challenge. 

The pupils’ aim was to set a new multi venue Guinness World 
Record to highlight the impact plastic waste is having on oceans 
and the environment.  The Guinness criteria for acceptable 
evidence is a high bar to meet and although schools managed 
to pull together documentation for an incredible 1200 boats, 
this was sadly not enough to achieve a new GWR.  We know our 
community actually sailed somewhere over 6000 boats before 
recycling them so have no fear, this challenge will be back in the 
future! 

However, Guinness aside, the real result was that the digital 
platform built to support and enable the PBBC was working 
and so with some nifty adjustments we upcycled to focus more 
purposefully on the Ocean Guardian Accreditation.  Our reach is 
wider, our ambitions more lofty and we intend to support even 
more	schools	going	forward.		We	want	to	support	you	to	find	the	
way to build this important work into your curriculum and be 
recognised for the fantastic achievements that will follow.

Y3		 	 	(2019)	to	infinity	and	beyond!
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Supporting Partners who were here at the beginning....
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DON’T LOSE YOUR BOTTLE

plasticeducation.com

ARE YOU READY TO CHANGE 

THE WORLD?


